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From Our Principal 
WELCOME! I am so blessed and 
privileged to serve as the principal of St. 
Anthony Tri Parish Catholic School. The 
welcome that has been given to me by 
the entire community has been so 
warm and inviting. I share that same 
welcome with you and invite you to 
discover all that our school community 
has to offer. Alumni, parents, friends, 
supporters, parishioners, and 
community members are always 
welcome to join us at our events, 
especially our weekly Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
on Tuesday. 

There is so much to be grateful for as 
we celebrate 95 years of our school. I 
am grateful to Cyndy Novotny and the 
previous principals for their leadership. 
Without our donors and supporters, our 
beautiful school building would not be 
possible. Every day our faculty and staff 
work hard to live the mission of our 
school to be academically excellent and 
faith filled and for them I am grateful.

Recently at the Archangel breakfast, Mr. 
John Martin described St. Anthony Tri
Parish Catholic School as a diamond. I 
believe that this description is very apt. 
Our Catholic schools are jewels, and we 
must be good stewards caring for these 
gems.  As a school community we must 
be a diamond for our world; strong, 
unique and filled with light. 

Our school is strong in our Catholic faith 
with a history of academic excellence. 
Catholic education in service to others 
is rooted in a great tradition. As the 
winds of change continue to swirl 

around us, we must stand steadfast. As 
partners in this mission, we must 
provide the anchors for our school to 
continue to grow and flourish. We must 
always be looking to continually 
strengthen our academics relying on 
the tradition of Catholic education.

We are unique in our mission to be 
academically excellent, faith filled and 
in service to others. As a community, we 
each bring our gifts and talents to be 
shared. Without these unique gifts, we 
would not be the beautiful community 
that we are. In today’s world, we must 
continue to live our mission and to 
evangelize the good news. 

The light of Christ and the hope that 
Christ promises to us is the light that we 
must shine for others. We are a beacon 
of this in our community. It is our 
mission to partner together to help our 
school shine brightly. As Jesus tells us 
“Just so, your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your deeds 
and glorify your heavenly 
Father” (Matthew 5:16).

We are stewards of this diamond. Enjoy 
reading about how we continue to shine 
and the ways that you can partner with 
us in caring for our jewel. Know that 
you are always in our prayers, and I ask 
that you continue to hold us in your 
prayers. 

Peace,

Dr. Melissa Whelan, Principal
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Scholarship     
Support

St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School is 
blessed by many organizations and 
funds that have helped support the 
scholarship needs of our students. 

Many thanks to the following: 
ACE Scholarships
George & Mary Kremer Foundation
Schwartz Family Scholarship
St. Anthony School Foundation Joy Fund
Stacy M. True Memorial Scholarship
Jeremy Stewart Scholarship
Diana Jarrard Scholarship
Louise & Joseph Payne Scholarship
Richard S. Logan Scholarship
Virginia R. Lang Scholarship
Monsignor James O’Neill Scholarship
BVM Sisters of Charity Scholarship
   
 

Thank you also to the                   
following  Foundations for 

their generous support! 
 

The Goodstein Foundation for a 
$10,000 grant supporting Gather & 

Grow Scholarships.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wyoming Catholic  Ministries     
Foundation for a $17,000 grant 

providing preschool lunch tables,    
student devices, a  Smartboard       

and 3D printers.
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Katrina Beckman—Secretary

Bret Ladenburger—Treasurer
Very Rev. Cliff Jacobson
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Rev. Raymond Rodriguez

Suzette Fresquez
Elizabeth Grill
Pete Maxwell

Beth Peterson Detrick
Barbara Pitman

Angelina Saldivar
Stuart Youmans

 

Dr. Melissa Whelan has served in Catholic education since graduating 
from Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame in 1994. Serving first as a vol-
unteer with the Sisters of Charity, she taught high school students 
Theology and History. In 2001, she graduated Georgian Court College 
with a Masters in Educational Administration and shortly after was 
hired as the first lay principal at Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, 
an elementary school. In 2006, she opened Mother Teresa Regional 

School, a PreK  8 Catholic elementary school and worked with three parishes to support the 
new school. In 2013, she was a founding faculty member of an all girls high school, Trinity 
Hall. During her tenure there, she was the registrar, technology coordinator, Theology teach-
er and Dean for Student Life.  She earned her doctorate in Educational Administration from 
Seton Hall University in 2019. Melissa is a proud mother of three adult children and has en-
joyed traveling throughout the country with them as children. She is excited to be here in 
Casper and is enjoying exploring all the beauty of Wyoming.  
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It’s been a busy start to the 2022 2023 school year

First day of classes—Tuesday, September 30 

4th, 5th & 6th Graders visit South Pass City 

1st Graders enjoy a cool treat 

Reading buddies 

A Tuesday school-wide Rosary 

4th Graders enjoying a day at Fort Laramie 

Middle Schoolers practicing their leadership skills at  
John Paul II Outdoor Lab in Estes Park , CO 

Taekwondo students “kept on a’kickin’”  at the year’s first tour-
nament  4th & 5th Grade Volleyball  

Middle School Cross Country runners on Casper Mountain 

School supply drop off & shaved ice 
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The Archangel Amble Scramble: An old event, with a twist
We kicked off the 2022 2023 
school year with the school’s  
annual fun run on September 
10th, raising nearly $14,000 for 
the greatest needs of  St.           
Anthony Tri Parish Catholic 
School.

An old event with a new twist, 
this year’s Archangel Amble 
Scramble Race was held at the 
school and  featured obstacles 
throughout the course! 

Adult race winners were St.     
Anthony of Padua Pastor Rev. 
Ray Rodriguez and Claressa 
King. Student winners  were  8th 
grader Austin V. and 7th grader 
Ellise A.

With the 21st  anniversary of  
the September 11th attacks      
being the next day, we honored 
the memory of that fateful day by 

praying over our community’s 
first responders that were in   
attendance. The Kelly Walsh 
High School Marine Corp JROTC 
Color Guard presented the flags 
as 8th grader Rebecca M.              
performed the National Anthem. 

Knights of Columbus #1563    
graciously prepared a delicious 
pancake breakfast that rounded 
out the morning making time for  
fellowship among school          
parents, community members 
and volunteers. 

The school year is off to a great 
start! Thank you to all who       
attended, helped with and       
supported this year’s Amble.  We 
could not do what we do without 
you!



 

Archangel Breakfast Honors Joe Scott & Mary Kozola
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St. Anthony Tri Parish Catholic School  
supporters and  members of the Casper         
community gathered together on the 
morning of September 29th to honor 
Joe Scott and Mary Kozola, for all they 
have done and continue to do to       
support our school and Catholic          
education in Casper.   

“Never miss an opportunity to do 
good.”   -  St. Francis de Sales 

 

Joe Scott, this year’s Archangel        
Honoree, is a humble and generous 
man who believes in the importance of 
hard work. 

A 1964 graduate of St. Anthony School,  
Scott earned his first paycheck before 
completing the third grade and credits 
his resiliency and discipline to his 
Catholic school experience.  Scott was 
among the first company men for 
McMurry Oil Company to begin     
pumping in the Jonah Field before 
founding his own water treatment 
company. 

Scott’s philanthropy demonstrates his 
love of his Wyoming roots and the 
youth of our great state.  His support of 
the school’s building project, his      
commitment as a Joy Fund partner, as 
well as a continuous financial           
supporter of student enrichment trips, 
technology and scholarships        
demonstrates time and time again that 

he never misses an opportunity to do 
good.  For that and for him, we are so 
very thankful.

This year marked the addition of the 
Servant’s Heart Award in recognition 
of those who have dedicated years of 
service to St. Anthony School. This 
year’s inaugural recipient was Mary 
Kozola.

“….serve one another with love.”                                                        
- Galatians 5:13

Mary Kozola came to St. Anthony 
School thanks to a dart landing on a 
map of Wyoming. After meeting her 
future husband, Leo, in 1968, Casper 
and St. Anthony’s were able to keep 
hold of her.

Kozola taught grades 3 9 before        
becoming the school’s principal in 
1983. In 1990, she 
retired, but was 
soon called back up 
for principal duty 
and stayed in that 
position until 2000.

She remembers her 
years at St.              
Anthony’s with great 
fondness.  Always 
willing to serve        
others without        
recognition, both 

then and now, Mary truly embodies the 
spirit of a servant’s heart. For her, her 
time and talents, we are so grateful.

The annual breakfast was started in 
2012 to honor and recognize               
individuals in our community who 
have made an  impact on Catholic      
education. Past honorees include    
Monsignor James O’Neill, Fr. August 
Koeune, Margo Bean, Brian and Marcy 
Martin, Dr.  Martin H. Ellbogen, Don 
and Rita (Murphy) Galles, Julie Perry, 
Dr. Gail Zimmerman and Susie    
McMurry. 

This event would not be possible     
without our incredible volunteers: The 
Knights of Columbus, Middle School 
student servers, 4th grade choir, and 
all the teacher, staff and parent               
volunteers.

Through the generosity of some long 
time donors, a match challenge was in 
place for this year’s breakfast, doubling    
every dollar donated up to $25,000.  
Thank you to all who came out in     
support of 
our students.

John Martin & Joe Scott, longtime 
friends and colleagues.  

Mary Kozola & Tulip Titus, friends and 
former St. Anthony School teachers 
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Welcome to the family: We’re so glad you’re here!
In addition to our new principal, St.  
Anthony Tri Parish Catholic School is 
thrilled to welcome a number of new 
teaching faculty.

Gabby Applegate 
Preschool Teacher  
Teaching preschool has always been a 
dream of Gabby’s. She and her husband 
are the proud parents of two children 
and two dogs. Competitive by nature, 
she loves sports, especially basketball 
and volleyball.  When not on the court, 
Gabby and her family love the outdoors, 
camping and traveling. We are so glad 
to have Mrs. Applegate on our team!

Jessica Dickinson 
Art Teacher 
Jessica feels so blessed to be teaching 
art at St. Anthony Tri Parish Catholic 
School and is excited to share her      
passion and inspire student’s               
imaginations and creativity. She and 
her family have lived in Casper for 11 
years, love the outdoors and competing 
in 4 H and FFA with their livestock. So 
glad you are here, Mrs. Dickinson!

 
Angela Ourth 
First Grade Teacher 
After coming home from school on her 
first day of first grade and telling her 
mom she was going to be a teacher,   
Angela feels like she is right where she 
belongs. A lifelong educator, she will 
tell you it was a gentle “nudge” over 
coffee and doughnuts after Mass that 
got her to join us! And we are so glad 
she did!!

Jennifer Tremel 
Middle School Religion Teacher 
Jennifer grew up in Casper and             
graduated from St. Anthony School in 
1988. She recently moved back to      
Casper after nearly 30 years away and 
enjoys being closer to her family. When 
she’s not in the classroom, she enjoys 
spending time with her dog, reading, 
and camping. Welcome home and     
welcome back, Ms. Tremel! 

 

St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School & Foundation  
2022-2023 Faculty and Staff 



 

 

By Jennifer Tremel                                              
St. Anthony’s School Class of 1988                
Current Middle School Religion Teacher 

I came to St. 
Anthony’s for the first 
time after attending a 
public elementary 
school. I enjoyed 
school and did fine 
there but was 
nervous about 
moving on to a large 
junior high for my 
next step in 
education. After the 
orientation at one of 

these schools , my mom was certain that 
school was not for me, and drove me 
straight down to St. Anthony’s and 
talked to Mrs. Kozola, who was the 
principal then, and asked if there was a 
way that I could attend St. Anthony’s. 
That year and the remaining two years 
of junior high were pivotal in my 
academic, emotional and spiritual 
growth.

At St. Anthony’s I was challenged to 
grow in all ways. While I always felt like 
part of the class, there were 
opportunities to go beyond and learn at 
my own pace with the help of teachers 
who were willing to go above and 
beyond. I read books that challenged me 
and also opened my eyes to the Biblical 
allusions that abound in literature. In 
Math, a few times a week, a small group 
of us received extra instruction from an 
older volunteer, who, in addition to 
Math, also made sure 
that we memorized 
the Memorare. My 
classes at St. Anthony 
were not only 
challenging, but also 
meaningful and fun! I 
remember “Spanish 
Basketball” review 
times, class field trips, 
and writing/research 
assignments, all of 
which we were 
allowed to tailor to 
our personal choices.

I loved the weekly walks to Mass at St. 
Anthony’s church, and special prayer 
times, and learning about the saints. 
While I was a shy student, I was offered 
opportunities to build my confidence 
and leadership; helping younger 
students into the pre school building, 
independent learning sessions, and 
participating in liturgy and other duties 
around the school helped me to grow 
into the person I am today.

When I think back to my time at St. 
Anthony’s, it is always with a smile. I am 
still in contact with several of my 
classmates… and those relationships are 
far more intimate than any I made at the 
public high school. I believe it was 
because of our shared identity, 
experience and culture; being part of a 
community who nurtured and cared. Our 
wearing of the uniform, participation in 
the sacraments and the sharing of prayer 
in both joys and sorrows, paved the way 
for relationships that were meaningful 
and lasting. I believe my love for and 
desire for community was truly born and 
fostered here!

I moved back to Casper this summer 
after 30 years out of state, and am 
blessed with the opportunity to teach 
Middle School Religion at St. Anthony’s 
Tri Parish School. What I find here is, 
still, such a strong sense of community 
and purpose. I find myself reminiscing 
about my school days gone by, but also 
looking forward with joy to the new 
connections that are already beginning.
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Memorial and                 
Honorariums:

Memorial and Honorarium donations 
are beautiful tributes with a lasting 
legacy. 

We are truly grateful for the donations 
that have been made in  honor or in 
memory of someone. If  accumulated 
donations reach $2,500 for a tribute, 
an engraved leaf will be added to our 
Giving Tree in the school commons. 

Since our last publication, the following 
individuals have been honored through 
memorial or honorarium gifts. 

In Memory of:                                      
Donald & Charlene Coffman              
Kathleen Burke Jarrard (Class of 1960)
Monsignor James O’Neill                        
Bill & Anne Schwartz 

In Honor of:                                
Mary Kozola                                               
Louis & Anne Niglio Family                                     
Joe Scott

 
We make every effort to ensure the  

accuracy of our lists and we  apologize       
for any errors or omissions. Please             
contact the Foundation Office at                    

307-337-1362 with any correction or      
questions. Thank you. 
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Alumni Spotlight: Jennifer Tremel

Ms. Tremel greets a 7th 
grader at school supply  
drop-off 

Jennifer and her St. Anthony School classmates, the 9th grade class of 1987-1988 



St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School 
1145 W. 20th Street 
Casper, WY 82604

Phone: 307 234 2873
Fax: 307 235 4946
E mail: info@sascasper.com

Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 165 

Casper WY 

St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School 
1145 W. 20th Street 
Casper, WY 82604

Phone: 307 234 2873
Fax: 307 235 4946
E mail: info@sascasper.com

Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 165 

Casper WY 
St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School 
1145 W. 20th Street 
Casper, WY 82604

Phone: 307 234 2873
Fax: 307 235 4946
E mail: info@sascasper.com

Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 165 

Casper WY 


